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another potent cause of evil in the widespread lack of
such convictions found to exist particularly among the
youth of to-day. It is a matter of statistics that, from
year's end to year's end, eighty per cent, of the young
people of to-day never enter a sanctuary of any kind;
they have no ideal, no initial point from which to
direct their conduct; the purchase of a lip-stick or a
new tie or a wireless set is to them a matter of far
greater import than the origin and destiny of their
immortal souls. We shall shortly consider whether
the responsibility for this state of things lies more
with the young people concerned or with those whose
trust it should be to present to the people religious
facts in the manner most in accordance with their
development and needs.

For the purposes of the present section we must
accept as fact this undeniable lack of interest in
religion; assuming that our argument above is soundly
based, and that religion is a definite help in main-
taining moral rectitude, we may, therefore, write down
as one more powerful cause of wrongdoing the
widespread modern lack of any religious conviction
among the people, it being understood that the word
" religious " is here used in its widest possible
significance, and not as the monopoly of any particular
cult or creed either of yesterday or to-day.

12. There appears to be abroad to-day a widespread
and growing spirit of indiscipline, and this is thought
by some workers largely to contribute towards the
prevalence of wrongdoing and to have brought about
an increase in moral laxity. To some extent this is
attributed to the effects of the war and the emancipa-
tion, and freedom from parental or other restraint,
which war conditions brought to the youth of both
sexes. Rescue workers are inclined to lament that
young people of to-day will not receive advice or
submit to discipline as they used to. They complain
that it is the modern habit for the young to assume